
Tina Vanderwarker, Director; Renee Cunningham, Board President 

Hopefully you all enjoyed your last couple of weeks – looking forward to 

hearing about everyone’s holiday adventures!  My family had a wonder-

ful trip down to Virginia (I’m always so amazed at the rich history of 

that area) and the beauty of the Blue Ridge Mountains.  Breathing 

fresh country air, taking hikes every day, feeding horses, doing hard 

labor on the farm, and being  reminded of what the stars in the sky 

really look like – amazing!  For me, one of the nicest parts is being sur-

rounded by people who love to cook, and who are good at it – what a 

treat not to have to be responsible for any meals!  After all the holiday 

hoopla, I am looking forward to the comfort and peace that a familiar 

routine brings (and hopefully dropping a few pounds put on with all that 

good food)…   

 

Now that school is back in full swing, there are several important up-

coming deadlines.  First off, registration for Camp Covenant (Covenant’s 

revamped summer program) is fast approaching.  The camp program is 

still being fine tuned but will be led by Jackie Jung and Martha Peter-

sen (professional teachers as opposed to high school students) and will 

consist of lots of outside time – children can wear swimsuits on really 

hot days for some fun water play outside.  The program will feature 

activities guided by the children’s interests and their fun-loving teach-

ers!  There will be a lunch option Monday-Thursday for parents and 

children looking for a little more camp time.  Look for more information 

to be sent home with your child soon!  To ensure a space in our camp 

program, please have your registration form in by January 30th.   

 

For those children returning to Covenant this fall, registration is right 

around the corner.  Look for a white folder containing more information 

about all the classes offered, enrichments, tuition, and the registration 

form.  Registration forms must be returned to me before February 8th 

in order to guarantee your child a space before it opens to the public.  

Come and see me with any questions or to set up a visit to another 

classroom.   

Sincerely,  

Tina 

Director’s Corner 

January 2012 
Covenant Nursery School’s 

Turtle Times 

 Monday, Jan. 16—

Martin Luther King Day, 

NO SCHOOL. 

 Wednesday, Jan. 25—

Priority Registration be-

gins for 2012-2013 school 

year. 

 Friday, Jan. 27—

teachers at CAEYC con-

ference, NO SCHOOL. 

 Saturday, Feb. 4—Open 

House, 10-11:30. 

Dates to 

Remember 
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Turtle Twos 

Clockwise, from the top: 

1 Colin showing us his sparkly snowball picture. 

2. Lots of fun (and static electricity) with our parachute! 

3. Arden working hard on the bag for her holiday gift. 

4. James, Elizabeth, Will and Elise making toast! 
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Turtle-riffic Threes 

Out and 
About! 



Turtle Champs 
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The Turtle Champs class had an extended unit called "Let's Make a Res-

taurant". The children voted on the name "Tony's Pizza". You can see 

them in action making the sign, serving  felt pizzas  baked in our own 

pizza oven, taking orders and making pizzas as an art activity.  Kelly 

McDonnell, who has a catering business came in to talk about that and to 

make a special treat for the children to take home.   We also made vege-

table soup to share together with our school before Thanksgiving.  
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Happy New Year from the Turtle Stars! 

Corn cob science      

experiment yields  high 

interest and a rockin’ 

winter sing-along led by 

Mrs. Ashley enchants 

the Stars and Champs! 



I trust you all had an enjoyable, relaxing winter break (once of course, after the holiday hullabaloo 

was past).  It’s amazing how much down time our kids (and we) appreciate when we don’t have to 

rush off and adhere to a schedule.  Spending the entire day (or two or three) in pajamas is one of 

life’s luxuries. 

It was wonderful to see so many children and their families at our December Family Craftivity.  

The picture frames the children decorated were absolutely stunning.  And, as always, children and 

adults alike enjoyed Reenie, the Story Lady’s captivating  presentation – enhanced by the talents of assistant, 

Steve.  Thanks to the Turtle Threes for sponsoring and to room parents, Krissy Mayer and Melisa Cameron for 

coordinating.  Our next Craftivity will be on Monday, February 13 – to be sponsored by the Turtle Champs.  Gee.  I 

wonder what the theme should be. 

One of the many things I look forward to doing in the New Year is taking advantage of our new space, to gather 

as parents and share some of our insights and experiences with each other.  The ever-popular challenge of ―places 

to go and things to do when you have to get out of the house‖ surely deserves some discussion; and potty training, 

of course comes to mind.  But I’d also appreciate hearing your suggestions and concerns.  Please feel free to let 

me know what you’re thinking. 
Martha Petersen                                                                                                                                              

Family Service Coordinator, marthap@covenantnurseryschool.org 

Family Services Forum 

Peek in on: Enrichments! 
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Check out this super-multi-

tiered zoo built during Lunch 

Bunch!   



 

Save the Date!   
Save the date for our Silent Auction fundraiser, 
Night at the Oscars, February 25th.  This is a fun 
adults’ night out with lots of great items up for bid, 
drinks, food, and great fun with the Covenant com-
munity. 
 
Your Fundraising Chairwomen 

Moira Stein (moira_kinney@sbcglobal.net)  

and Betsy Quail  (betsy.quail@gmail.com) 

Fundraising Corner: Night at the Oscars! 
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Will Valko, 4     

James Florreich, 3 

Oliver Fahey, 4 

Gwyneth Gallatt, 4 

Taylor Binney, 4 

  


