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OUR NEW LOFT is in! Many thanks to the terrific crew who built and installed it: Jim McKee,

Hopefully you have all now recuperated
from the busy , family -filled feast of
Thanksgiving and are looking forward to
the upcoming holiday season. Hoping to
ward off the start of the really cold
weather, | wanted to give a quick re-
minder about school closings. Covenant
al ways foll ows
ings 0 if you see that the District is
closed, so is Covenant. Occasionally the
safety of the children and teachers does
cause us to cancel classes even if D65 is
in session @ in that event, you will receive
a phone calll
ents who will be notified by the classroom
teachers.

Also, please keep in mind that classes do
still go outside even if the weather is cold
(below 20 degrees is our cut off). Please

Elliot Reis, Tadhg Martin, Steve Gallatt, John Coleman, and Art Stewart.

Distr
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have appropriate clothing for children to
play outside for 20 -30 minutes 0 hats,
gloves or mittens, a warm coat, etc. If
your child wears boots to school please
bring shoes for them to wear inside.
And, as stated in the Parent Handbook,
Crocs should not be worn to school as
they often cause children to trip when
running. Thanks for your help in keeping
all our children safe and warm this win-
ter!

Although it seems that the school year
has just started, registration for the
2012-2013 school year is just around the
corner. Application packets will be dis-
tributed to families after the winter

break. Current Covenant families and
alumni families will have priority regis-
tration beginning on January 25 9 Febru-

ary 7. Registration opens to the public
on Wednesday, Feb. 8. | am always
available to answer any questions you
might have or to give parents more in-
formation @ please, come find me! Addi-
tionally, interested parents are welcome

- to set up a time with me to observe a

class to get a better feel for what the

next year will bring.

For those already making plans for the
warmer weather, Covenant will again be
having a summer camp program. Camp
will begin right after the school year
ends and will be open to children who
turn 3 by September 1, 2012. The sum-
mer program, formerly Book Buddies,
will be changing slightly but will still be
staffed by current Covenant teachers.
More detailed information and registra-
tion forms will be distributed after the
winter break.

Please note that Covenant will be closed
December 26 -January 6, 2012. As this
is a two week break (which can be an
eternity for young
unduly surprised if some separation
anxiety reoccurs upon coming back to
school. Reminding children of the
things they do at school, talking about
friends, and looking at their class pic-
ture may help alleviate some of this &
but teachers will be ready with open
arms to give hugs, reassurances, and
help children get back in to the school
routine once we return.

Wishing you all a peaceful holiday sea-
son and a fortune -filled New Year!

Sincerely,

Tina

chi



Turtle Times

Spotlight On:

Professional Development!

Covenant is fortunate to have a group of wonderful teachers on staff here.
Their dedication to early childhood development and passion for working with
young children and their families is unrivaled. In order to stay abreast of cur-
rent trends and knowledge in the field, all teachers are required to participate
in 15 hours of on -going professional development each school year. Some
teachers take classes, some do on -line workshops, some read and report on
relevant books, and all participate in at least one of several conferences in the
area.

Recently, teachers were able to participate in two wonderful opportunities:

the Chicago Association for Early Childhood Education had a regional confer-
ence at Oakton Community College on a recent Saturday. Teachers went to
workshops on Sensory Processing, Challenging Behaviors in the Classroom;
Helping Children Build Skills through Play, Creating Creative, Competent and
Challenging Curriculum, and Problem Solving and Confiict Resolution . At a re-
cent staff meeting we were all able to share and discuss some of the new

ideas learned and how we might be able to utilize them in the classrooms.

The following Saturday was a very unique workshop held at Brookfield Zoo
entitted:  Growing Up Wild: Exploring Nature with Young Children.  Five of our
eight teachers were able to attend and learned some valuable things about the
huge importance of the outdoors & there are some unigue things children re-
ceive from being in nature that cannot be replicated elsewhere. They also

gained some great ideas on how to buil
natur e. A big trend in early childhod
d i s o r-dtherudfortunate reality that children are spending less and less

unstructured time outside and the negs
devel opment . I'n the upcoming months

ties to do with your child outside and ways to help reverse this trend.

CNS teachers go wild at the zoo!
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Dates to
Remember

Friday, Dec. 2 dlast day
of Session | enrichments.

Monday, Dec. 5 0 Session
[l enrichments begin.

Tuesday, Dec. 13 - Family
Cratftivity, 11:45 -1:00.

Wednesday, Dec. 14 0 Dis-
trict 65 SPPAC screenings

Dec. 26 -Jan. 6 i Winter
Break, NO SCHOOL.

Monday, Jan. 16 @ Martin
Luther King Day, NO
SCHOOL.

Wednesday, Jan. 25 A
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SCHOOL.

Saturday, Feb. 4
House, 10-11:30.
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\ while waiting to wash hands.

There go James and Colin!

-

Arden making her
fabulously feathered
Thanksgiving friend!

Turtle Twos
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Quietly listening to a story

Our beautiful turkey  fi made to
thehand-si gni ng song,
Feat hers! o

¥ i
%
¥ ',
e &,
SR

W \
Squishing around in our cornstarch and water mixture!
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Playdough offers so many
opportunities for exploration!

The complexities of balancing
blocks.

e

~ with lots of sharing and turn
taking.

Turtle - riffic Threes

rdds eye view [fror
new castle!

Come join me at the water table
itds even more

The serious physics of the
catapult in action!
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Turtle Champs

During an author study of Doreen Cronin

(Click Clack Moo, Diary of a Worm ) the

Turtle Champs explored farm life and
discussed and observed worms.

Sasha and Kathryn paint with corn.
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Champs observe worms. The children notice:

"He keeps bending." "Mine is looking for a place
to eat." "He is big and

......

Kathryn and Harry explore hay, corn husks, farm
animals and equipment at the media table.
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Turtle Stars

Planting sprouted corn.

Sharing family treasures.

Our scarecrow.

¢ 2 Q -
Sharing our family trees with our friends. Creating a Family Tree!

=
Building our scarecrow.



